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SUBJ: OPIC WEST AFRICAN BRIEFINGS 

DEPT PASS OPIC FOR MAYS AND MCCALLUM 

t. COOPER AND HENDERSON VISIT TO FREETOWN CONCLUDED 
APRIL 12 WITH WISS REMAINING TWO WEEKS FOR FOLLOW-UP. 

AFTER DAY OF REST IN ABIDJAN SUNDAY, HELD TWO FULL DAYS 
MEETINGS IN IVORY COAST. COOPER AND HENDERSON CONTINUING 
TO LAGOS APRIL 16 AND HOEVELER PROCEEDING TO NIGER FOLLOWED 
BY UPPER VOLTA AND MALL SENSK TO REMAIN IN ABIDJAN 
TWO WEEKS. 

2. IN SPITE OF LESS THAN 24 HOUR STAY FREETOWN, OPIC TEAM 
HAD FOUR FRUITFUL OPPORTUNITIES TO DISCUSS INVESTMENT 
CLIMATE, OPIC PROGRAMS AND INVESTMENT AIMS, AND 
PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES. FULL BRIEFING GIVEN TO GROUP OF 
ABOUT 25 LOCAL OFFICIALS IN USIS CONFERENCE ROOM, HOSTED BY 
AMB SAMUELS AND FOLLOWED BY RECEPTION. SESSION EXTREMELY 
LIVELY WITH MANY PERTINENT QUESTIONS ASKED AND INTEREST 
SHOWN. TEAM INVITED TO DINNER WITH MINISTER OF PLAN AND 
DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL BANK AT AMB HOME FOR FURTHER 
DISCUSSIONS INVESTMENT POTENTIAL. ON MORNING OF 
DEPARTURE COOPER AND WISS MET WITH REPS SEABOARD 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ABIDJA 03161 170923Z 

ALLIED MILLING, MOBIL AND BETHLEHEM AND DISCUSSED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


LOCAL BUSINESS CONDITIONS INCLUDING LABOR PRODUCTIVITY, 
WORKINGS OF GOVT BUREAUCRACY AND INVESTMENT ATTITUDES. 
HENDERSON WENT WITH ECON OFF TO MEET WITH DEVELOPMENT 
BANK OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC PROJECTS, SUCH AS 
FRUIT PROCESSING, FERTILIZER, FISHING, RICE PRODUCTION 
NEARLY ALL IN FOOD RELATED SECTOR. 

3. IN ABIDJAN WE HAVE GIVEN FULL BRIEFING TO THREE 
SEPARATE GROUPS: THE AMERICAN BUSINESS CLUB, 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH INVESTMENT AND AGRI- 
BUSINESS AND BANKERS, FIRST TWO AT LUNCHEONS, AT HOTEL AND LAST 
AT DINNER AMB SMITH HOME. MEMBERS OF OPIC TEAM 
VISITED SEPARATELY WITH RIEGEL TEXTILE MANAGERS, INCLUDING 
TOUR OF PLANT, BUREAU OF INVESTMENT PROMOTION OF GOVERNEMTN, 
LOCAL AMERICAN COMPANY MECREPCO, AND OTHERS. SWENSK 
HAS FULL SCHEDULE FOR REMAINING PERIOD. PROJECTS 
DISCUSSED PRIMARLY IN AGRIBUSINESS, BUT ALSO INCLUDING 
LOAN TO DEVELOPMENT BANK AND IRON MINING PROJECT. 

BRIEFING AT LUNCHEON HOSTED BY MINPLAN. VIDEO TAPE 
BY USIS AND COVERED BY PRESS. 

SMITH 
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